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INNOVATION TRANSFER NETWORK AWARDS $127,000 IN GRANTS 
   Funding promotes connections between education and private sector 
 
 
HARRISBURG, PA - The Innovation Transfer Network (ITN), a partnership among 13 
institutions of higher education in Cumberland, Dauphin, Lancaster and Lebanon 
counties, provides business assistance, technology assessment, and this year a total of 
$127,000 in seed funding for technology transfer activities.  Specifically, the seed grants 
provide up to $10,000 to educational institutions to encourage further development of 
projects that are close to commercialization.  The process is competitive and preference is 
given to those projects that involve a private sector partner.  This year the program 
received the most applications of any year, and 12 of the 14 projects chosen for funding 
had private sector relationships. 
 
The seed assistance grants were funded through a Keystone Innovation Grant (KIG). 
The Keystone Innovation Grant (KIG) program is a joint effort of the Lancaster Keystone 
Innovation Zone (KIZ), administered by the James Street Improvement District (JSID), 
the Harrisburg Market KIZ, administered by Capital Region Economic Development 
Corporation (CREDC) and a collaboration of thirteen higher education institutions.  Both 
the KIG and KIZ initiatives are overseen by the Pennsylvania Department of Community 
and Economic Development (PA DCED).  In early 2006, PA DCED awarded Keystone 
Innovation Grant funds to Franklin & Marshall College and to Penn State Harrisburg to 
support the regional collaboration of Central Pennsylvania’s higher education institutions.   
 
A portion of the KIG funds were used to create the Innovation Transfer Network 
(www.innovationtransfernetwork.org), which serves as the regional collaborative linking 
higher education institutions, economic development organizations and private sector 
business.  The Innovation Transfer Network administered the grant application and 
review processes for this year’s Seed Assistance Grant fund.   
 
 
 



Listed below are the 2008 ITN Seed Assistance Grant award winners: 
 

Institution Amount Applicant Name Private Sector Name 

Dickinson College 
 

$10,000 
 

Mr. Matt Steiman 
 

Keystone BioFuels, Inc. 
 

Dickinson College $2,000 Dr. James M. Hoefler n/a 

Elizabethtown 
College $10,000 Dr. Nathanial Hager III High Concrete Innovations 

Franklin and 
Marshall $10,000 Dr. Claude E. Yoder n/a 

Franklin and 
Marshall $10,000 Mr. W. Trexler Proffitt, Jr 

Susquehanna Sustainable 
Business Network 

Messiah College $10,000 Dr. Harold R. Underwood SymBionyx 

Millersville 
University $5,000 Dr. Nazli Mollah-Hardy White Wolf Security 

Penn State 
Harrisburg $10,000 Dr. Abu-Mahfouz Megatastic Products  

Penn State 
Harrisburg  $10,000 Dr. Sairam Rudrabhatla Freedom Energy, LLC 

Penn State 
Harrisburg $10,000 Dr. Richard Ciocci Lepton Technologies, Inc. 

Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center $10,000 Dr. Eugene Lengerich PA Dept of Health 
Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center $10,000 Dr. J.C. Trussell Polymics, Ltd. 

Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center $10,000 Mr. William J. Zinnanti Nutricia North America 

Shippensburg 
University $10,000 Dr. Carol Wellington cyberDERM, Inc. 
Total Funding $127,000   

 


