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Live music and baseball pack a punch

owntown Lancaster will be abuzz with
music April 21 to 24, during the third
annual LAUNCH Music Conference and
Festival.

The event will feature live music from more
than 225 performers,
including New Jersey’s
River City Extension
and Lancaster’s Texas
in July (both recently
named one of the
“100 Bands You Need
to Know in 2011” by
Alternative Press).
Nashville’s The Pink
Spiders, who have per-
formed on the Van’s
Warped Tour, will also
be a part of the festival.

Rick Gadd, co-founder
and co-director of the
event, says the idea came
about after discussions with
Jeremy Weiss, owner of Lancaster’s
Cl Records.

The event has grown significantly
each year, and this year’s festivities
are sponsored by major businesses
including Coca-Cola, Best Buy and
Labatt Blue.

“Now on year three, | can safely
say that we’ve accomplished every-
thing we’ve wanted to do by the third
year of an event — we have a nation-
ally recognized name with artists and
industry professionals coming from all over
the U.S. and Canada to take part,” Gadd says.

LAUNCH consists of two parts — a confer-
ence for artists to network with other industry
professionals — and a series of live concerts
for any music-lover.

“We have folks from all aspects of the music
industry coming to Lancaster to talk with these
artists, to speak on panels and run workshops,
all to help them further their careers and see if
they can discover ‘The next big thing,”” Gadd
says.

For a list of performers and a festival sched-

ule, visit www.launchmusicconference.com.

t’s spring,and for sports fans, that can only
mean one thing: baseball season.

The Lancaster Barnstormers host their
opening weekend April 29 to May 1 and
along with the game, there are plenty of activi-

ties planned to entertain everyone.

“On opening night specifically we are

going with a Las Vegas theme.

We’ll have loads of prizes to give

away, a trip for two to Harrah’s

in Atlantic City and pre-game
entertainment with a Las

Vegas feel,” says Bryan

Shaffer, marketing man-

ager for the team.

“We have fireworks
planned on Friday and Sat-
urday night and we have a

magnet schedule giveaway
all weekend.”
Shaffer encourages any-
one to come out to a game
— whether you’ve been before or
you’ve never attended.
“It’s so much fun and it’s
absolutely the best value in
town,” he says. “You can’t get
this level of entertainment
anywhere, and it goes way
beyond baseball. Tickets
start at just $7 and with
all of our themes, promo-
tions, appearances and
giveaways, there’s some-
thing for everyone.”
‘I4RNstMER5 o0t If you just can’t wait till April
29, don’t worry. The Barnstormers
will host a free FanFest on Saturday, April 9
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Kids can hit in the batting cage and play
catch on the field, and all inflatable rides will
be up. The first 500 fans through the gate get
a free hot dog, chips and a drink. The first 250
people that purchase regular season tickets will
receive a T-shirt.

Game times for Barnstormers’ opening week-
end are 7 p.m. April 29, 6:30 p.m. April 30 and
1:30 p.m. May 1. For tickets and details, visit
www.lancasterbarnstormers.com
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